INTRODUCTION TO ACCOUNTING

Before we start the video… tell me a little bit about what you want to be? What are you currently planning to do after high school? Be as specific as you can be!

In your own words, tell me what you think an accountant is? How much education to you need to be an accountant? How much money does an accountant make? What would a typical day at work be like for an accountant?

QUICK BREAK FOR THE VIDEO! While you are watching this fifteen-minute video jot down some notes on the following topics...

What are some things about accounting that you did not realize? Skills that you need? Who needs accountants? Public Accounting? Consulting? Entrepreneurship? What does a typical day look like? Opportunities for CPA’s? FBI and forensic accounting? CPA for movies or sports teams? 

Now that you have seen the video, reread your original definition of an accountant. Then look over your notes from the video. Has your perception changed? Did anything you see surprise you?  

On to the Internet! Go to the following link:

http://www.startheregoplaces.com/why-accounting/
This is part of the AICPA (American Institute of Certified Public Accountants) website.

Question 1: The landing page leads with the question Why Accounting? What are the four reasons they say Accounting is a good fit for those interested in business careers?
Question # 2: Click on the link for “Career Options”.  Pick two that sound interesting and click on them (for example: entertainment and sports). Once inside each link, read the types of jobs that accountants in that area might have. Write a summary for both of the areas you chose. 
Question # 3: Click on the link for “Salary and Demand”. Read through the page. What are the starting salary numbers for Public and Corporate Accounting? How much can you expect to make if you move up into a management position in a big company? What are the hiring prospects for CPA’s … is there good job security? Is it tough to find work?
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